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award of valor, as well as the design of the
award itself. I direct you to report back to
me with this plan within 30 days.

All Americans can feel pride in the work
done each and every day by those who prom-
ise to protect and serve. It is my hope that
with the creation of this award of valor the
efforts of public safety officers are more pub-
licly recognized and appreciated by our Na-
tion.

William J. Clinton

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision Striking Down a Provision
of the Violence Against Women Act
May 15, 2000

I am deeply disappointed by the Supreme
Court’s decision today in United States v.
Morrison. In this case, the Court struck down
the civil remedy provision contained in the
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). In
1994, as part of comprehensive crime control
legislation, I signed into law the Violence
Against Women Act. This historic, important
piece of Federal legislation contains a broad
array of groundbreaking laws to combat vio-
lence against women. VAWA passed Con-
gress with bipartisan support.

The Supreme Court’s decision today does
not affect the viability of VAWA as a whole.
It does not affect any of the VAWA grant
programs nor does it affect Federal criminal
provisions that punish interstate domestic vi-
olence and stalking crimes. The Supreme
Court did, however, invalidate one important
provision of the Violence Against Women Act
that gave victims of gender-motivated vio-
lence the ability to sue their attackers for lost
earnings, medical expenses, and other dam-
ages. Because I continue to believe that there
should be remedies for victims of gender-
motivated violence, we plan to study the
Supreme Court’s decision in Morrison to de-
termine the best means to help these victims.

VAWA has provided funds to communities
across the Nation to address the tragedy of
violence against women. These funds have
made a crucial difference in women’s lives.
Unfortunately, VAWA funding is only au-
thorized until the end of fiscal year 2000. I
have made the reauthorization and strength-

ening of VAWA a top legislative goal for this
year. If we work together, we can enact a
bill that will keep women in this country safe
from violence.

Proclamation 7308—National
Defense Transportation Day and
National Transportation Week, 2000
May 15, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout the past century, America’s

national transportation system has played a
crucial role in strengthening our economy,
protecting our safety, and improving the
quality of life for all Americans. Inter-
connecting networks of railroads, ports, and
waterways have transported millions of pas-
sengers and billions of dollars’ worth of
freight. Our national highway system con-
nected cities to rural communities and peo-
ple to jobs. The Wright Brothers’ invention
of the airplane gave birth to a world-class
aviation system that revolutionized travel,
created new industries, and brought the na-
tions of the world closer. The quality and
versatility of all these modes of transportation
gave our Nation a powerful defense tool as
well, enabling us to move troops and materiel
swiftly and efficiently in times of conflict and
crisis. Now, as we begin a new century, our
national transportation system must embrace
exciting new possibilities and new challenges.

One of the most important of those chal-
lenges is safety. Advances in technology offer
us great hope for progress in reducing acci-
dents and fatalities. For example, the Federal
Aviation Administration is working in part-
nership with the airline industry, pilots, tech-
nicians, and air traffic controllers to use im-
proved forecasting and new communications
technology to detect severe weather sooner,
to let pilots and passengers know promptly
about anticipated delays, and to centralize air
traffic decisionmaking during severe storms
in order to reduce delays. Automobile manu-
facturers are also using new technologies and
design innovations—from stronger metals to
new safety lights to advanced brake tech-
nology—to prevent accidents and save lives.


